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Dr. Jonathan Weeks meets with Olivia Andrews and her daughter Olesia Meredith during a follow-up visit at Norton 
Women’s and Children’s Hospital earlier this year. MARTY PEARL/SPECIAL TO COURIER JOURNAL 


Pregnant addict 
pleads for help 


‘Stop me before I become that monster again’ 


Allison Ross Louisville Courier Journal | USA TODAY NETWORK 


Editor’s note: After spending 72 hours on the front lines of the addiction fight in April, 
Courier Journalis looking deeply at how the city is recovering. We've shared the stories of a 
woman just starting to live without drugs, aman who has managed to stay clean for six 
years, a woman who entered treatment through the police department and a man strug- 
gling, with the help of his mom, to kick drugs with medicine. Today's story follows a preg- 
nant woman trying to get sober for her baby and herself: Later in the year, we'll show you 
other ways people are trying to free themselves from drugs. And after that, we'll have 
stories about preventing drug abuse and protecting the next generation. 


Baby Olesia is perfect, with 10 tiny fin- 
gers and 10 tiny toes that curl and stretch 
and clench in the lovely way that enthralls 
all newborns’ mothers. 

She was born exactly as enchanting as 
every newborn is supposed to be — a relief 


to Olivia Andrews, who dreaded that her 
daughter’s first experience would be the 
horror of opiate withdrawal. 

Andrews, 26, was using heroin on and 


See PREGNANT, Page 6A 
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See the 
treatment 
options and 
risks for 
pregnant 
women 
struggling 
with an 
addiction 
to opioids. 
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Manual 
alumni: 
This is 

not new 


Principal has history of 
offending transgender, 
black students, they say 


Mandy McLaren 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


DuPont Manual High School stu- 
dents know how lucky they are to be 
there. 

They know their school is consis- 
tently ranked among the best in the 
nation. They know that, no matter how 
difficult the workload, there are plenty 
of other teens eager to take their spots. 

They also know that if they can 
tough it out, a Manual diploma could 
serve as a ticket to their dream 
schools, dream careers 
and dream lives. 

That’s why Manual 
alumni say it’s taken 
them until after they 


left Manual to speak out 

a) against Principal Gerald 
Gerald “Jerry” Mayes. 

Mayes In interviews with 

Courier Journal, former 

More students say that even 

inside though Manual pro- 

motes itself as a school 

Manual that embraces diversity, 


alumniare Mayes made life partic- 
speaking ularly difficult for black 
out against and transgender stu- 
principal. dents. 
21A The former students, 
who attended Manual 
between 2012 and 2017, say Mayes tar- 
geted certain students for moral lec- 
tures in his office, tried to block the 
creation of the school’s black student 
union, and blocked publication of an 
article about a transgender student in 
the yearbook. 

Six of the seven graduates inter- 
viewed for this story were active in so- 
cial justice causes while at Manual. 
One of the former students spoke on 
the condition of anonymity for fear of 
retaliation at her current job. Only two 
of the graduates signed a letter Courier 
Journal previously reported on that 
called for Mayes to be removed. 

The alumni said that when they 
were targeted for private meetings 
with Mayes — which occurred regular- 
ly and took them out of valuable class 
time — he spoke about his faith and 
views on race. On some occasions, the 
conversations made the students un- 


See MANUAL, Page 20A 
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Advocacy groups have sprung up to watch the 
œ White House; the GOP has troops of its own. 1B 


4902 Shelbyville Rd., 
Louisville, KY 40207 


Political drumsticks 


Gerth: From gaffes to goofy — and bad — ideas, 
here are Kentucky’s biggest turkeys. 3A, 10A 


Call Joffe MediCenter for your Free LASIK Exam 


and to see how you qualify for $495 LASIK 
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